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The universe is a temporary inn for all living things.

Note: English translation is provided for the convenience of
bilingual readers whose mother tongue is not Chinese.



Time is the transit visitors over the span
of one hundred generations.



This drifting life is like a dream. There is too
little time to enjoy the pleasure of living.
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Thus, it was quite appropriate for ancient people to,
with candlelight in hand, roam at night.



Now, the sunny spring draws my attention to the misty
and beautiful scenes. The great earth inspires me to
come up with ideas for my writings.



Today we are so happy to gather in this fragrant
garden of peach and plum trees. What a joy to
recount the fun events in our family!



You, my younger brothers, are so talented
and gifted that you remind me of Weilian.
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But in chanting poetry, I alone feel ashamed for not
being on a par with Ling Yun .



Before we are through with sightseeing, we change
the subject of conversation from talking freely to
more elegant topics.



In the midst of blooming flowers, we hold our
dainty feast. In moonlight, we pass our wine cups
swiftly, from seat to seat, until we all feel tipsy.
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If we don’t compose a good poem for the
occasion, how can we elegantly express our
feelings?
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Anyone who fails to come up with a poem will be
fined the number of drinks as agreed upon at Jin
Gu Yuan***,
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Preface to the Feast in Peach and Plum
Garden on a Spring Night

The universe is a temporary inn for all living things. Time is
the transit visitors over the span of one hundred
generations. This drifting life is like a dream. There is too
little time to enjoy the pleasure of living. Thus, it was quite
appropriate for ancient people to, with candlelight in hand,
roam at night. Now, the sunny spring draws my attention
to the misty and beautiful scenes. The great earth inspires
me to come up with ideas for my writings. Today we are so
happy to gather in this fragrant garden of peach and plum
trees. What a joy to recount the fun events in our family!
You, my younger brothers, are so talented and gifted that
you remind me of Weilian*. But in chanting poetry, | alone
feel ashamed for not being on a par with Ling Yun**.
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Before we are through with sightseeing, we change the
subject of conversation from talking freely to more
elegant topics. In the midst of blooming flowers, we hold
our dainty feast. In moonlight, we pass our wine cups
swiftly, from seat to seat, until we all feel tipsy. If we
don’t compose a good poem for the occasion, how can
we elegantly express our feelings? Anyone who fails to
come up with a poem will be fined the number of drinks
as agreed upon at Jin Gu Yuan***,

* Weilian refers to Xue Wei Lian (394-430), a talented man of letters and cousin of
Xie Lingyun.

** Kanle refers to Xie Lingyun (385-433), a renowned man of letters, Xue Wei Lian’s
cousin on the father’s side.

*** The rule stated that whoever failed to do so would be fined three drinks.

Note: English translation is provided for the convenience of bilingual readers
whose mother tongue is not Chinese.
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Acknowledgment:

Pictures and images come from internet
and personal collections.

(If you think we have included pictures and images not in the public
domain, please let us know and we will remove them upon notice.

Send e-mail to: contact@ poetry-chinese.com.
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